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Good Morning, my name is Pamela Linn and I am the President of the Wisconsin Chapter of the |
American Society of Landscape Architects (WI ASLA) and a Senior Landscape Architect for
Waukesha County Parks and Land Use. I want to thank the Chair, Senator Spencer Coggs,

Members of the Committee for the opportunity to testify in-support of the- AB‘*1*4f2fleglslat10nJco*;

upgrade Wisconsin’s current landscape architecture title act to a practice act, and our sponsors.
Senator Risser, Representative Shilling and Representative Lothian. -

Background

Currently forty four (45) other states have similar laws that provide a practice act for Landscape Archltects

~ In the early 1990’s Wisconsin passed a title act, under current law, no person may use the title “landscape

architect” unless he or she holds a certificate of registration as a landscape architect issued by the
Examining Board of Architects, Landscape Architects, Professional Engineers, Designers, and Land
Surveyors (the board). This legislation will change the current certificate for registered Landscape
Architects to a license.

This is the third legislative session that a bill has been introduced to change the current certificate to a
license. 'We have work hard to acquire support from allied professionals and feel this bill has gained broad
support.

Why Is AB 142 Necessary?

WI ASLA believes a practice act is a more beneficial form of regulation for both the public and the
landscape architecture profession, for a variety of reasons. Under current law, any individual regardless of
qualification can practice these duties as long as they do not use the title landscape architect. AB.142 is
necessary to ensure that only individuals who have demonstrated their qualifications to the state of
Wisconsin are able to perform tasks that relate directly to the public good. In addition, a practice act is
necessary for Wisconsin’s landscape architects to compete with those from out-of-state. Without licensure,
our profession is at.a competltlve disadvantage when competing with licensed landscape archltects from
other states. :

No Fiscal Impact

. The infrastructure is in place in the Joint Board of Technical Registration with no additional cost in

oversight or personnel needed. This structure was established by the current Title act. There is no
additional cost to the government to provide the license for Landscape Architects above that, which
currently exists for the certificate. '

There is no additional cost to the Landscape Architect. The process and fee for obtaining a license would be
identical to that of the certification process. In addition, because there is no additional expense to the
licensee cost will not be passed down to the end consumer. :



Gover_nment Choice

We have worked with the drafting attorney to make sure AB 142 does not contain language requiring State,
City, or Local governing agencies to utilize the professional services of Landscape Architects. Requiring
professional stamping of documents is solely the responsibility of said governing body. Currently in
Wisconsin, cities such and Milwaukee and Madison require a Landscape Architects stamp be placed on
planting plan drawings in bid sets documents submitted to the City.

I Work for Waukesha County Park Department our park locations are in multiple local governmental
jurisdictions. When I submit plans to the various cities, town and villages, some require that plans are
stamped and other do not. This bill maintains government choice, allowing State and local government to
continue to choose if they w1ll requlre a stamp.

PﬁfessmnaFCompetltion

- Without a practice act, landscape architects may be unfairly disadvantaged in the marketplace. For instance,
a landscape architecture firm may be discouraged from submitting a particular project proposal because the
submitter is required or encouraged to hold a valid license. Many large projects, typically those
headquartered in other states; assemble de51gn teams that require hcensed professionals. Federal project
requlres a licensed professional to provide design services.

Landscape Architects in Wisconsin, while certified, do not hold a-valid hcense The lack of licensure in
Wisconsin provides unfair competition from professionals outside the state who hold valid licenses, even
though the requirements for such a license are the same as the certificate in Wisconsin. Without valid
licensure; a landscape architect or firm seeking work outside their home state may find their efforts stymled,
as proof of licensure is usuaily required before reciprocity is granted. -

Brain Drain

Students graduating from The University of Wisconsin, Madison, are among the most highly sought out

- -graduates on the job market. Currently we are loosing many of our best and brightest students to

~ employment outside of Wisconsin. One of main reasons for moving away has been the lack of licensure in

- our state. The change from certificate to license will send a clear message to the students that, in Wisconsin,
. our profession is as highly regarded as a profession and have parity Architects, Engineers, and Surveyors.

‘Professional Integrity

Landscape architects undergo educational training and requirementsequal to that of other licensed design
professions, and should therefore be eligible for a similar level of licensure. Landscape architecture must be
regulated such that untrained individuals are prevented from engaging in professional practice.

The intensive education requirements that a landscape architect must take, in addition'to passage of the
rigorous, three day Landscape Architect Registration Examination (LARE), are further proof that landseape
architecture is a highly technical profession that should be regulated by a practice act -

Protection of Public Health, Safety, and Welfare

There is a direct relationship between the practice of landscape architecture and public hgalth, safety, and

welfare. Landscape architects are trained to work on community master plans, specific site planning, .-

roadway design, pedestrian walkways, wetland construction and mitigation, park and trail systems, erosion

~control, historic preservation, stormwater management mine reclamation, to name jllSt a few aspects of the
profession. :



Let me share a few specific examples where the inappropriate practrce of landscape architecture 1mpacts the
public health and safety:

» Inadequate design of outdoor llghtmg systems has presented undue fire and shock hazards, as well
as a greater risk of crime and vandalism.

. Specrﬁcatlon of unsafe playground equipment or improper location of playground facilities has
resulted in injury.

« Inadequate design of roads, pedestrian walkways, and parkmg areas has increased the occurrence of
accidents.
Inappropriate specification and superwsron of grading has resulted in erosion.
Inadequate calculation and provision for stormwater drainage has- resulted in flooding and costly
damage to buildings, walkways, hrghways and public facilities.

AST these examples demonstrate, a practlce act is critical in protecting the public fromunqualifiedor ———
incompetent individuals that engage in professional practice.
Conclusion

A practice act such as AB 142 outlines a core group of services that licensed landscape architects are
qualified to provide by virtue of their education, experience, and examination. The nature of the duties |
regulated under AB 142 will not adversely affect the landscape design, landscape construction or related -
industries. -Passage of AB 142 will ensure that work directly impacting the public is performed only by -
individuals who have demonstrated thelr quahﬁcat1ons to the state of Wisconsin.

Thank you for your time. I hope we have your suprrt;and quic_k action of the committee.

Sincerely,

KPMSMD

{ Pamela Linn
' Prcsrdent R
Wisconsin Chapter ASLA
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Senator Spencer Coggs

Chair

Senate Labor Committee - Assembly Bill 142 Hearing
State of Wisconsin

Dear Sen. Coggs and Committee,

I am petitioning in support of Assembly Bill 142, practice act for Landscape
Architects. As a licensed Landscape Architect I can speak on the behalf of
importance of practice legislation.

I currently hold licensure in Wisconsin and Colorado. My Colorado license holds -
full practice benefits which qualify for GSA and other federal work throughout the
United States. Currently our Wisconsin licensure does not meet federal
requirements for Landscape Architecture due to title only restrictions. Landscape
Architects only licensed in Wisconsin, as residents, may be disqualified from
federal opportunities in our own State.

Assembly Bill 142 is written in part by Landscape Architects to protect our
profession from ourselves. We have include exclusions for allied professions such
as Architects and Civil Engineers to name a few. These exclusion allow allied
professionals the site design practices that they currently work under, not
eliminating opportunities. The main impetus for this Bill 1s to provide
requirements for individuals who have studied and practice in the field of
Landscape Architecture and site design to competencies currently required in 45
states (soon to be 48).

As an example, the profession of Architecture requires qualified applicants to test
for competency within the profession. Once achieving licensure, a practicing’
Architect assumes professional responsibilities in designing structures. Clientele
can employ an Architect to design their building. Clientele can also employ
carpenters to build structures. The difference is the Architect is licensed and holds
the responsibilities associated with all aspects of construction within their certified
plans and specification. Both can be liable for their efforts but the Architect holds
a uniform standard that defines the profession. '

The profession of Landscape Architecture it is no different. Landscapers and site
designers can prepare ideas for clientele and are an important part of site
development. However, Landscape Architects should be recognized for the
standard of professionalism that they are responsible in providing as with licensed
Architects, Civil Engineers and other allied professionals.

MR, LLC | 625 WILLIAMSON 5T, MADISON, WI 53703 | T608.251.1177 F608.251.614/
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Landscape Architects are required to hold an accredited University or College
degree in the field or to maintain appropriate professional experience to qualify for
the Landscape Architecture Registration Exam (LARE). The LARE isa
mechanism for judging competency in practicing Landscape Architects, similar to
Architecture and Engineering exams. Landscape Architects certify site plans and

specifications and are therefore responsible for their content and validity.

The American Society of Landscape Architecture was created in 1899. The
American Institute of Architects formed in 1857 and American Society of Civil
Engineers in 1852. These allied professional groups formed to create higher
standards within their respective ficlds. Shorily after forming each society began
to establish requirements for emerging professionals culminating in licensure
examination. '

Assembly Bill 142 will bring closure to the efforts began over 100 years ago for
practicing Landscape Architecture in the State of Wisconsin. Thank you for

hearing this and other petitions for Assembly Bill 142, Practice Act for Landscape
Architecture.

2§ i

Daniel J. Williams, ASLA
Principal
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Statement in support for AB 142, the Practice Act for Landscape Architecture in Wisconsin. -

As one who holds pfofessional degrees in Architecture and Landscape Architecture, and a research
degree focused on community planning (see below), I am glad to express my unequivocal support for

AB 142, the Practice Act for Landscape Architecture in Wisconsin. While I do not hold any professional
license, over the years I have taught with and worked with practitioners from across the spectrum of the
design and planning professions. I am familiar with, and have come to value the general knowledge base

~ unique to each of these professions. I am familiar with the general requirements for professional
education and for licensure in each of these professions. I am familiar with where the knowledge bases
that inform these professions overlap and where they diverge. And, I have come to respect how
individual practitioners develop expertise in apphcatlon of generai knowledge through years of
professional practice.

I have come to this familiarity through years of coordinating community development projects in service
to the people of Pennsylvania, New York, and over the past eight years, in service to the communities of
Wisconsin in conjunction with my outreach and extension duties as a member of the faculty in the
Department of Landscape Architecture at the UW-Madison. My duties include tech transfer, community
education, and hands-on training that produce built works all across the state. As such, my core concern
is for the health, safety, and welfare of the communities effected by this outreach, in the very broadest
sense. It is this concern that compels me to support the bill in question today.

Each community I work with presents a unique set of ecological, social; political, and economic
challenges, and so requires a multidisciplinary team approach. Over the years I have been responsible
for assembling these teams and coordinating effective responses. I have been challenged to keep up with
my professional colleagues, as advarces in science and technology advance best practices across the
spectrum of these professions at an ever increasing rate. The last twenty years have seen how ideas-of
“sustainable,” “green,” “smart growth,” “ecological design,” and “universal design” transform these
professions, from large scale regional planning to residential construction. My experience suggests that
the overlap in expertise has diminished as the science and technology has advanced. So much so that
even within each of these distinct professions there are widely divergent areas of expertise.

I have come to rely on the expertise of both generalists and specialists in each profession. However,
when it comes to matters of design, planning, and management of outdoor spaces and their impact on
the health, safety, and welfare of people of all ages, I increasingly rely on areas of expertise particular to
the profession of Landscape Architecture. From the core competencies required to graduate from a

’ L ANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE

ag Thering, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture
Room 42B Agricultural Hall. 1450 Linden Drive. Mad.lson WI 53706. 608.263.6506. Fax; 608. 265.6262. WwWw. w1sc edw'LA/



nationally accredited program, to the rigors of the required internship under a licensed professional, to
the content of the national licensing exam, to the requirements for continuing education credits, it is my
experience that Landscape Architects are uniquely qualified to understand the complexity, and assume .
the liability for the health, safety, and welfare of the pubhc that will be conferred on them by passage of

AB 142.

It is particularly significant lo note that on 22 April 2008, the State of Wisconsin Department of
Regulation & Licensing Joint Examining Board of Architects, Landscape Architects, and Professional
Engineers unanimously voted in support of a license act for the profession of Landscape Architecture.
The mission stated on the home page of this state agency substantiates the proponents’ case for the
relevance of this legislation for the health, safcty, and welfare of the people of Wisconsin:

P 1o ad 8

by ensuring the safe and competent practice of licensed professionals. We serve the public and the professionals
we regulate by fairly administering education, experience, and examination requirements, setting professional

practice standards, and ensuring compliance by enforcing occupational licensing laws.
http://drl.wi.gov/dept/about.htm : ,

the-Departmentof Regulationand Heensing and refated proTessmnal boards protect The Citizens of WIsconsin

I appreciate this opportunity to express my support for this Jegislation. I would like to express my
gratitude to the team of professionals who have dedicated considerable time over the past several years

1o reaching across professional and political boundaries to craft this important Jegislation. An I
respectiully encourage this committee 1o approve this bill and forward it to the Senate.

Most Respecf_ﬁllly,
Susan Thering

Dr. Susan Thering is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Landscape Architecture at the Umvers:ty of
Wisconsin-Madison and a State Specialist affiliated with the Community Development Program of the UW-

- Extension. She holds professional degrees in Architecture and Landscape Architecture (BPS Arch SUNY- - -
Buffalo, MLA Cornell University) and a Ph.D in Environmental Studies (SUNY-ESF Syracuse).

| ANDSCAPE
y ARCHITECTURE

Susay Thering, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture
Room 42B Agricultural Hall. 1450 Linden Drive. Madison WI 53706, 608.263.6506. Fax: 608.265.6262. www.wisc.edw/LA/
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Christa Wollenzien, ASLA
1534 Butler Drive
Waukesha, WI 53186
(262)-896-1072 home
(262)-470-6180 cell
wolle016@umn.com

I support AB 142, the Practice Act for Landscape Architecture in Wisconsin. I
urge you to support this effort by a profession dedicated to preservation of the
public health, safety, and welfare. Our current title act is an important first
step, but needs to be followed by the practice act in Wisconsin. This legislation
will establish fair competition, establish a measure of competence, and most
importantly provide a level of confidence in regard to the public health, safety,
and welfare.

Establishing Fair Competition

I am a landscape architect and I graduated with a Landscape Architectural
Accreditation Board (LAAB) degree in 2003 from the University of Minnesota.
Since then I chose to move back home to Wisconsin, where I've been working
diligently to become the professional I set out to be. Working in Wisconsin has
set me at a disadvantage compared to my classmates employed in Minnesota.
The job opportunities and project choices here in Wisconsin are not the same as
my classmates in Minnesota. One of the major reasons for this is not having a
license, but a certificate. It benefits businesses to locate in States where
licensure is in place. Bidding on projects is easier, there are more project
opportunities, and there is greater depth and breadth of project types. Finally,
as a professional there are more employment opportunities, project management
and leadership opportunities. Supporting the practice act will put us on the same
playing field as the 45 other states that currently have practice acts, thereby
establishing fair competition. This raises Wisconsin’s potential to draw work from
other states, attain federal projects, and produce more jobs in the professional
sector.

Measure of Competence

Currently architects, engineers, land surveyors, and landscape architects are held
to the same standard of qualifications; education, internships, testing, and
continuing education. Architects, engineers, and land surveyors are granted a
license to practice, in which they are held liable for their actions. Landscape
architects are granted a certificate of designation to use the title “landscape
architect”, but anyone may perform the duties of a landscape architect. No one
is held liable for their actions. Supporting the change to practice act will put



landscape architects on equal footing with these allied professionals. We have
been trained, mentored, tested, and continue to educate ourselves to the same
extent as these other professionals and are willing to be held responsible for our
actions.

Public health, safety, and welfare

The most important reason to support the practice act is for public health,
safety, and welfare: the reason we have the Wisconsin Department of
Registration and Licensing. Public health, safety, and welfare are at the core of

landscape architecture. These are the reasons I sought my Masters in landscape
architecture. The reason I mentored under other professional landscape
architects, the reason I endured the registration exam, and consider myself a
professional today. We have all been trained to think of the public first in our
professional careers and without the practice act in Wisconsin it makes our
professional journey futile, but even worse it prevents the government from
doing it's job.

“The Department of Regulation and Licensing and related professional boards
protect the citizens of Wisconsin by ensuring the safe and competent
practice of licensed professionals.”

In Conclusion please support AB 142, the Practice Act for Landscape Architecture
in Wisconsin. This bill is not about a taking or an economic gain by landscape
architects. When the bill is read in it's entirety it clearly does not take choices
away from the consumer, but protects them. It’s about a professional code of
ethics in pursing the public health, safety and welfare.

Sincerely,

- Christa Wollenzien, ASLA
Wisconsin #527
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Shawn T. Kelly, FASLA
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Williams Bay, Wisconsin
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262.245.1111 office
262.245.5752 home
608.263.5390 UW

kellydesigngroup@msn.com

I support AB 142, the Practice Act for Landscape Architecture in
Wisconsin. - I urge you to support this effort by a profession dedicated to
preservation of the public health, safety, and welfare. Our current Title Actis an
important first step to professmnal recognition, which needs to be followed by
the Practice Act in Wisconsin.

- This legislation is not or;glnal to Wisconsin. Currently forty five (45) other
states have similar laws which provide for a practice act for Landscape
Architects. One more state is poised to pass its practice acts in the next month.

- This legislation will change the current certificate for registered Landscape
Architects to a license. In the other forty five states with such licensure there -
- exists similar language to our proposed law, with like exemptions to practice
which allow other occupations and professions to act within the limits of their-
abilities and liabilities. I have personally called or emailed most of the Landscape
Contractors Associations in forty one states, with the specific question of how the -
bill in their state has negatively affected their industry. Not one group has
responded with a negative reply. Our national organization, the American . -
- Society of Landscape Architects has collected data which reveals that the
- landscaping industry in each of the states with Practice Acts for Landscape - .
Architects, dating from 1997 to 2002, has demonstrated an increase in revenue
from $14.6 billion to over $28 bhillion in that space of time. Landscape designers
“have increased their revenues three fold over the same time in those same
states (American Society of Landscape Architects. Landscape Architecture Laws
Regulatory Board Type. 15 June 2007).

The bill before you has been aligned with the existing bills in the states
with Practice Acts for Landscape Architects. The exemptions to practice have
gained support from allied professionals, and were granted unanimous approval
by the Joint Board of Technical Registration in Wisconsin this past year. This
Joint Board has members from the Architects, Engineers, Surveyors, Designers,
and Landscape Architects professions. The unanimous support of this group for
our efforts says that we should be accorded equal status as a profession with a
practice act. ' : '



The practice of landscape architecture in Wisconsin is hindered by the lack
of a license for professional practitioners. I maintain my license in another state
(California license # 3320), along with my certificate in Wisconsin (Wisconsin #
59) because it allows my firm to compete for projects which require a licensed
professional to participate on the design team. Many large projects, typically
those headquartered in other states, assemble design teams that require
licensed professionals. Any Federal project requires a licensed professional to
‘provide design services. My colleagues in Wisconsin, while certified, do not hold
a valid license. The lack of licensure in Wisconsin provides unfair competition
from professionals outside the state who hold valid licenses, even though the

requirements for-such-a license are the same-as the certificate in Wisconsin.

There is no additional cost to the government to provide the license for
Landscape Architects above that which currently exists for the certificate. The
infrastructure is in place in the Joint Board of Technical Registration with no cost
in additional oversight or personnel needed. This structure was provided by the
current Title protection act. -

The profession of Landscape Architecture is based on the protection of the
health, safety, and welfare of the public. I have had the pleasure of teaching in
the Landscape Architecture Department at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, - -
for the past fifteen (15) years, along with-maintaining my professional practice in
Williams Bay, Wisconsin. The requirements for licensure, and our current title -
act, begin with the need to graduate from an accredited program in Landscape -
 Architecture. This accreditation is beyond standard University accreditation. The
~ Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB) and American
Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) host the Landscape Architectural
‘Accreditation Board (LAAB), which is comprised of teams who visit programs in
Landscape Architecture to review their teaching, facilities, faculty, and students,
and measure them against national standards for the practice. All the review is
based on the same platform which is the mission statement of the CLARB and
LAAB: the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare. There are
currently forty four (44) undergraduate and thirty five (35) graduate programs. .
accredited in-the United States, and six total in Canada.

Our program in Madison is the only accredited Landscape Architecture program
in Wisconsin. The various UW campuses provide classes in Landscape Design,
typically within the Departments of Horticulture. These programs produce
excellent landscape designers, with broad understanding of plants and typically
residential design. These other programs in Landscape Design provided within
the University of Wisconsin system, and their graduates, are unaffected by this
AB 142, The difference between the accredited program and the design. -
programs is in scope and scale, typically. Landscape Design has a more specific
focus on plants and human interactions than does the broader, health, safety,
and welfare focus of the Madison program. The coexistence of Landscape
Architectural practices and Landscape Designers, horticulturalists, garden
centers, and landscapers is proven in the other forty five states with legislation




similar to that which we are proposing in AB 142. My original license is in a state
which has had a practice act since 1954. All the allied professions have a record
of success in the climate provided by a practice act for Landscape Architects.

The second requirement for licensure (currently certificate) in Wisconsin is
the need to apprentice with a Licensed (or, in Wisconsin, certified) Landscape
Architect for two years. This time period for apprenticeship varies per state, and
sometimes with the degree achieved (Masters or Bachelors). The intent of the
internship requirement for the graduate is that they become acquainted with the
parameters of professional practice and, again, the application of his or her skills
toward the protection of public health, safety, and welfare.

The third requirement for licensure (certification-in Wisconsin) is the
successful completion of the Landscape Architectural Registration Examination
(LARE). This test has been reformatted from three eight hour days to five
sections offered at least twice per year in two day. clusters. The rigor of this test
is maintained by the author, CLARB, who also hosts the Accreditation Teams.
Once again, the basis for the examination is the public health, safety, and
welfare. Once this final piece is passed the individual who has completed ail the -
above requirements can apply to the state:for a license (certificate currently in
Wisconsin) to practice the art and science of Landscape Architecture. In’
Wisconsin with our current title-only act this:means that an individual may only
call themselves a Landscape Architect once they:have satisfi ed the above
reguirements. Anyone can perform the services. assocnated with the title,
regardless of education or oversight. BEREAS

The change in our currerit title Iegls!at|on to practlce leglsiatlon does not
prohibit healthy competition or carve a niche only for Landscape Architects. It
does, however, provide an important distinction which has been shown in the
other licensed states to allow an informed choice to the consumer. The ability of
the consumer to make an informed choice has not been a profit reducer for
landscapers in any of the other states with practice acts. Moreover, this
proposed legislation allows Wisconsin Landscape Architects to participate on a
level field with the other licensed professions, as well as those hcensed as.
Landscape Architects in other states.

In my testimony I will introduce the general bill hlstory, as well as a brief
outline of the topics covered by my professional colleagues in greater detail. You
will notice that the professional Landscape Architects who present their areas of
expertise represent a broad spectrum of practice areas. While our profession is
diverse in specific area of application, it is unified in its focus: the protection of
public health, safety, and welfare. We are liable and do willingly accept the
responsibility for our professional actions that we have been educated,
mentored, and tested to produce, and accept the oversight provided by the state
and the industry. Our movement to a license from a certificate elevates all the
related industries in the eyes of an informed consumer.

_ Most Landscape Architectural firms in Wisconsin are small businesses.
There are currently ninety (90) firms, two thirds of which have between one and




four employees. Nearly all the ninety firms have less than forty- nine employees.
In Wisconsin we currently have 565 certificates to practice our profession, of
which 314 are Wisconsin residents. There are over 30,000 Landscape Architects
in the United States currently. The American Society of Landscape Architects has
17,000 members. Our profession has been targeted by the U.S. Labor Bureau as
growing by sixteen percent over the next eight years. This puts incredible
pressure on the industry to provide educated, professionally responsible
practitioners of the profession of Landscape Architecture in Wisconsin.

~ As an educator at the University I have tracked my past students as they
move through their professional careers. Our students are among the most
highly-sought on-the job market-every year since I have been tracking them.
The overwhelming trend has been to seek and find employment outside the state
of Wisconsin. This trend has been evident in the past fifteen years that T have -
been teaching and following our students. We are sending most of our best and
brightest to other states to gain licensure to practice and improve the human
condition. Informal interviews and conversations with past graduates indicate
that one strong reason for moving away has been the lack of licensure in our

- state. The difference in professional regard, both among professions and with
. the public has been typical in our past:students:comments about the reasons to

© leave their home state to practice the profession. The change from certificate to

. license will send a clear message to thé students that; in-Wisconsin, our

rofession is as highly re arded as ar rofe55|on asare Arch|tects En meers and.

Surveyors., : :

Our bill is currently e ndorsed by organxzatlon recognlzed for their input in
~ the well being of the citizens of our state. These supporters include the State

Joint Board of Technical Registration,.the Wisconsin Chapter of the American
- Planning Association, the Wisconsin Green Building Alliance, the Wisconsin Green
Industry Federation, and the Wisconsin Chapter of the American Society of

Landscape Architects. Professional practitioners in other licensed professions
have indicated their support and willingness to provide like testimony.

In conclusion, I thank you for the opportunity to present my perspectives
on the need for this legislation. AB 142 places the practice of Landscape
Architecture on a level field with the profession in forty five other states, as well
as with the other licensed professions in Wisconsin. This bill has been carefully
crafted and amended to its current form so as to provide no taking from the
industry as it now exists. Those who currently are in the businesses of
landscaping and landscape design will likely see an increase in profit as
evidenced in the other forty five states with practice acts in place. The
profession of Landscape Architecture is currently doing the work of a licensed
 profession without the needed regard accorded it by a valid ficense. 1t is time to -
approve the licensure of Landscape Architects in Wisconsin. Please send this bill
to the full Senate for action.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shawn T. Kelly, FASLA
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303 Princeton Ave.

Apt. 8

Madison, WI

53726

262.818.2934 home
mseaman@wisc.edu

As a student of Landscape Architecture at UW Madison | support AB 142,
the Practice Act for Landscape Architects in Wisconsin. Students in the rigorous
four year program here at the UW are taught to look at the world in terms of
design pertaining to the public’s health, safety, and welfare. We then take this
knowledge and learn how to create designs that not only protect the public’s
health, safety, and welfare but are interesting, interactive, and aesthetically
pleasing. :

As of right now forty five (45) other states have similar laws which provide
for a practice act for Landscape Architecture. Wisconsin needs to join this list
because many of our graduates are moving away to states that have a practice
act. Why would we want to reside in a state that, after four hard, rewarding years
in an accredited program, views our skills the same as someone who declares
them self as a Landscape Architect because they like gardening? | am not saying
that going into the landscaping field with schooling is bad nor that small business
is bad. What | am saying is that we have worked hard to attain the title of
Landscape Architect and through that hard work we have gained the knowledge
to support such a title and accept all the responsibility that comes with it.

To pass AB 142 would be a victory for the public of this great state because
they would know that projects designed by, prepared by, and overseen by
Landscape Architects are of the highest quality since they were designed with the
public in mind. |love what | do and | love Wisconsin but as or right now there is
no incentive for me to stay here when other states are willing to recognize my
schooling and hard work with a practice act. Wisconsin would miss a great
opportunity by not passing AB 142 and would lose many bright, eager minds
willing and wanting to make this state ever greater. Pass AB 142 and help us
protect the public’s health, safety, and welfare.
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| am on the faculty in.the UW-Madison Department of Landscape Architecture. | am also
a licensed landscape architect. And | support AB 142, the Practice Act for Landscape

Architecture in Wisconsin.

| speak today, not on behalf of the Department of Landscape Architecture, but as a
concerned citizen whose job it is to prepare students for careers in fandscape
architecture. For aspiring Landscape Architects, these steps include graduation from an
accredited University program in Landscape Architecture, a period of professional
apprenticeship, qualification to sit for the national licensing exam, passing that exam
and applying for state licensure. Our academic program prepares students for all
sections of the exam, which in turn assures the protection of the health, safety and

welfare of the public.

Here are a few highlights from the Department of Landscape Architecture’s long
distinguished history serving the people of Wisconsin. -

e First degree in Landscape Architecture awarded in 1926

e Department of Landscape Architecture created in 1964

. Nationally—accredited professional degree initiated in1966

¢ A national leader since members of the department founded the discipline’s
premier research journal in 1981

The department is in danger of becoming a net exporter of graduates. Here are some
highlights from our recent survey of graduates from the last six years {source: UW

Department of Landscape Architecture, Accreditation Self—Evafuatlon Report, November-

2007):




e Only 53% remain in Wisconsin

e 47% practice in other states

e 68% are in private/public practice as landscape architects

¢ 13%are erﬁpioyed in the green industry: landscape design, landscape
design/build, landscape contracting or nursery production

s Of current students in our program (about 125 total) about 14% seek green
industry careers.

e Architecture firms in Wisconsin are at a com:

because we are one of the very few remaining states without a Landscape Architecture
Practice Act. Passage of the act would allow our Wisconsin firms to compete with firms

from states with practice acts in place. This would help our graduates find home-grown

jobs here in Wisconsin. | have attached a list of recent senior thesis projects so that you
may learn about the projects in your home districts and get a sense of what we lose
when these bright students leave the state.

Finally, speaking from my experience practicing landscape architecture and teaching in
accredited professional programs in three other states with practice acts, | know
everybody wins: landscape contractors, landscape designers, nurseries and growers, all
of us in the green industry. But most of all the Wisconsin public wins; the practice act
ultimately provides for their health, safety and welfare.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.




